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FT ER the fatigues of a tedious perſe- 

» cution, and a neceſſary flight from its 


vindictive conſequences, I had ſome thoughts 
of relaxing both mind and body, among a 
people whoſe religious, conſtitutional, and po- 
litical ſentiments, ſurrounding nations reve- 
rence and admire; in a land, barren indeed 
by nature, but bountifully enriched by the 
glorious unabating ſpirit of freedom. But I 
am prevented even from this indulgence by a 
juſt apprehenſion that ſome diſaſtrous turn of 
feeble policy, ſome diſgraceful manœuvre of 
ſtate expediency, might put it for ever from 
my power to addreſs you. 


B Before 
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Before I conſidered the office of Attorney 
General in its . and indeed its re- 
novated capacity, | was, I own, highly of- 
fended at ſome late appointments to that ſta- 
tion. Even you, moſt potent Pepper, with 
all your profeſſional knowledge, with all your 
conſummate eloquence, with all your placi- 
dity of aſpect, and complaiſaney of manners, 
could never obtain my ſuffrage, or my re- 
ſpect. Inveſtigation has, however, attached 
me to the royal judgment ; for | am now 
fully perſuaded that there is not a man in 
Great Britain or Ireland, by nature or ability, 
better ſuited to an employment, which, in 
its moſt liberal and extended conſtruction 
involves the moſt inhuman and diſgraceful 
avocations. At a tipſtaff of prerogative, a cer- 
berus of adminiſtration, a common inform 
of the public, I can condeſcend to hold the 
rod of juſt reſentment ; but ſhould ſuch a 
character, by any accident, become an ad- 


ditional burleſque upon the nobility of my 


country, my own injuries, nay the injuries 
of my fellow-ſubjects at large, could never 
impel me to a proſtitution of title, without 


which that reſentment would not manifeſtly 
apply. 


Thus it is that Prettyman, Jenkinſon, and 


other characters equally obnoxious to my ob- 
fervation, have eſcaped my public notice. I 


could 


blo pa 1 — 


. 
could almoſt as readily blaſpheme the Lord 


of Hoſts himſelf, as profane the honours of 


the world, by calling either of thoſe aflin- 
guiſbed characters a Lord among mankind. 
Let me then, while you, Mr. Attorney. re- 


main among the canille, addreſs you with that 


freedom and effect which your ſituation admits, 
and my own wrongs demand. The injured 
in all countries have a moral right of com- 
plaining ; in Britain it was, for centuries, a 
peculiar felicity that there were no reſtraints 
upon the communication of truth, except 
thoſe which the rules of decency require, and 
which, independant of authority or poſitive 


Inſtitution, every ingenuous mind muſt feel 


and ſubmit to. 


Alas! how are principles perverted by time 
and circumſtance ? Of late years, how have 


the beſt intentions of the beſt and ableſt men 
been miſunderſtood or abuſed ? As to my- 


ſelf, I can with fincerity declare, that the firſt 


ſubject upon which I was adjudged guilty 
of a libel, has, for a ſeries of years, never 


departed one whole day from my thoughts; 


but it was of a nature too intereſting to 
my tellow-creitures, and too exquiſite to 


my own tenfibility, to enter upon with 
precipitation Such, indeed, was its im- 


portance, not only to miſerable individuals, 
but to the community at large, that if 
| B 2 WM 
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it had not been for the recent adoption of 
the Botany Bay expedient, ſo alarming to 
every lover of juſtice and humanity, I am 
perſuaded I ſhould have ſuffered it to reſt 
until a more regular and favourable opportu- 
nity preſented. But that ſcheme, ſo worthy 
of the tender compaſſion; ſapience, ſenſibility, 
—_— and experience of Pepper Arden, 

mpelled to crude and inſtant action, what 
ous otherwiſe have waited the meliorat- 
ing hand of maturity. 

Nothing appears to me more diſguſting and 
deteſtable, than that public abuſe of the li- 
berty of the preſs, which we ſo frequently 
. and thoſe illiberal and indiſcriminate 
attacks made upon all characters, however re- 
ſpectable: they are indeed doubly deteſtable, 
becauſe they do not proceed from the heart, 
or the real opinion of others; but are the 
mere ſuggeſtions of malice, or the effuſions 
of thoſe who proſtitute their talents in writ- 
ing for others, what they neither think nor 
feel themſelves : but, on the contrary, when 
the moſt baſe-born and bale-principled tools 
of power, whether a Biſhop, a Lord, or an 
Attorney-General, are obtruded upon an in- 
dignant people, juſtly enraged at every abuſe of 

rerogative, or when legal inſtitutes militate 
with the expreſs law of the Divine Being, it 
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is of indiſpenſable importance that the ſcan- 
dal, injuſtice, and impiety, ſhould not be 
concealed. Ignorant or wicked miſrepreſen- 
tations generally recoil upon their authors ; 
while allegations, founded upon genuine facts, 
- however pointed and ſevere, do them honour, 
and create them reverence, It is not only a 
right, but a duty, which belongs to every free 
member of every free and enlightened coun- 
try in the univerſe! But a truce for the pre- 
ſeat with individual alluſions. The publi- 
cation for which you in your wiſdom, and 
love of public decorum, thought proper to 
inform againſt me, and for which I was ad- 
judged guilty of a libel, was in my opinion, 
and in that of every liberal- minded, ſenſible; 
and humane man, the very reverſe of what it 
was charged to be. It was upon a ſubject 
which has employed, with freedom, the abili- 
ties and pens of the greateſt philanthropiſts 
and philoſophers, in the beſt-informed æras; 
the dus proportion of crimes and puniſhmeats, 
a ſubject which I have attended to with true 
religious, as well as political. avidity, In the 
inveſtigation of which I have called upon the 
God of Iſrael, by whoſe divine influence I 
brought it before the people ix Chriſt Fe/us ; 
in that Chriſt who bade the adultreſs, Go 
and fin no mcre.” Upon this. inveſtigation 
ra ane Wi: $04 
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I was l repeat it, aſhamed of the frequent 
executions in this country; which either 
branded its inhabitants with peculiar turpi- 


tude, or its laws with peculiar imbecillity. I 


paſſed over all I had read upon the lubject, 
except thoſe puniſhments that were written 
by the finger of the Almighty ; thoſe indeed 
I compared with the puniſhment practiſed by 


man, under the affectation of Chriſtian mild- 


neſs ; and drew my inferences accordingly. 
How long, O Lord, ſaid I, ſhall thoſe whit- 
ed walis of counſel command us to be 
hanged, contrary to thy law? How long, 
thought I, ſhall they preſume to diſſolve for 
trifling and expiable offences, that exquiſite 
machine called Man, compoſed and ſet in 
motion by thy omnipotence, and intended by 
thee for thy eternal preſence. I thought ſeri- 
ouſly of my own ſervant; and thought, by 
cutting him off from the people, I ſhould cut 
myſelf off from any chance of mercy from the 

tribunal of the Almighty. I told you ſo much, 

I now glory that the Lord hath given me re- 
ſolution enough to own, to avow it. I know, 
I lament, and pity the weakneſs of human 


nature. Alas! I know full well, that if my 


ſervant deſerved to be ſtrangled for purloining 
one ſhilling and fixpence, I deſerve to be 
broke alive upon the Croſs for innumerable 
and undivulged crimes of a thouſand times 
the enormity. Let us not flinch, Mr. Attor- 

ney, 


E 


ney; the Almighty thunder ſleeps; and un- 
der the protection of your preſent ſala- 
ry, a ſilk gown, and a prepoſterous peruke, 
you may ſleep for a ſeaſon alſo. In treating 
of this too awful, too bloody ſubject, I can- 
not avoid making one remark upon a propo- 
ſition which, in the magnitude ef wiſdom, 
fell from you upon my trial : you obſerved, 
that the reaſon why executions were ſo 
frequent in England was the mildneſs of 
our puniſhments. But God forbid ! conti- 
nued you, they ſhould be more ſevere. Now, 
my friend Pepper, what is the natural infe- 
rence of this remark? Why, nothing leſs 
than that we are blindly governed by one 
inadequate ſpecies of law, when, at the ſame 
time, our eyes are open to another, which 
would nearly fulfil every intention of the le- 
giſlature. If racks or torments, ſaid you, 
were admitted here, our executions would be 
very rare indeed! Every year, upon a very 
moderate calculation, one hundred of our 
fellow-creatures are executed in the city of 
London, beſides the hundreds that are exe- 
cuted in other parts of the kingdom. Now 
your argument, Mr. Attorney, is to this ef- 
fect, that it is better policy, and more hu- 
manity, to kill this immenſe number, in a 
way apparently gentle, than to execute one, 
or perhaps two, with more apparent * 

| as, 


Alas, Pepper! you know but little of the 
elements of ſound policy, or you would 
know, that the riches of every ſtate is the 
number of its inhabitants; and that, in cut- 
ting off a ſingle individual, in the meridian 
of life, you ſtop not only the good effects of 
his manical but his procreative induſtry. 
Alas, Pepper ! you know little, or at leaft 
feel little, of relative calamity, or you would 


confider what ſhame, what agony of ſoul, is 


diffuſed among fathers, mothers, wives, and 
children, by the ignominious diſſolution 
of ſuch accumulated numbers. In this un- 
eee intemperate blunder, you not only 
ayed your own weakneſs, but virtually 
ſupported, in me, part of that opinion which 
you were, ex officio, endeavouring to con- 
demn ; the inefficacy of our adopted puniſh- 
ment. | 1 
Another remark, equally ſapient and judi- 
- cious, cannot eſcape my obſervation. If ar 
man, ſays the Attorney General of Great 
Britain, is diſſatisfied with the laws of the 
country, let him remove himſelf from that 
protection. This, my friend Pepper, is a 
political ſentiment which may dilate the 
pigmy breaſt of any pettyfogger: but the 
generous ſoul of an high-born Britain, warm- 
ed and animated by the illuſtrious blood and 
ſpirit of his heroic anceſtors, and concelv- 
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ing himſelf the hereditary guardian of his 
country, revolts at the mean neutrality. For 
myſelf, Pepper, while I had the power of 
action, in my native iſland, I was not only 
watchful and tenacious, but jealous, of its 
honours and its proſperity. Nay, further, 
the dignity of the reigning ſovereign, which 
you preſumed to charge me with a wiſh of de- 
grading, was ever an object near to my heart. 

But, above all, the bleſſings of civil and re- 
ligious liberty, as eſtabliſhed by the conſtitu- 
tion, ſo juſtly due, ſo natural to the rights of 
Britons, I have ever held moſt ſacred; indeed 
ſo much ſo, that the wretch who ſhould 
dare to extend his arrogance, whether from 
ambition or avarice, to the injury of either, 
I would have worried from ſociety. This 
was my conſtant attention during the Ame- 
rican conflict, when I beheld the legiſlature 
ſyſtematically ſtriving to enſlave a race of men, 
who, though divided three thouſand miles 
from the mother country, could not be ſe- 
parated from thoie inherent immunities which, 

in the end, they were compelled to eſtabliſh 
in blood | and univerfal calamity. 

This was my peculiar attention when I beheld 
the ſame miſguided power wantonly inviting 
papal  prophanation, and encouraging all the 
lewdgeſſes of the ſcarlet where of Babylon! 
But this laſt attempt, I confeſs with forrow, 


was attended by conſequences as melancholy, 
G as 
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as they were unthought of, The burning of 
houſes, the opening of the public priſons, and 
the loſs of lives; but, above all, the ſubſe- 
quent convictions and public executions | I 
muſt for ever lament the wholeſale buſineſs 
which was carried on by my thin-viſaged 
countryman at Saint Margaret's, where en- 


deavouring to diſcriminate between the va- 


rious circumſtances of THIRTY unhappy 
wretches included in a fingle indictment, the 
caſe of one was miſtaken all through for that 
of the other. —I ſhall never ſufficiently la- 
ment the execution of two beautiful fe- 
males, ſcarcely arrived at the age of pu- 
berty; and ſo innocent, that to the laſt mo- 
ment, they could not be made to underſtand 
why they were deprived of life! I ſhall never 


ſufficiently lament the ſcandalous exhibition 
in Bow-ſtreet; where an infant boy, whoſe 


weight being inſufficient, was ſtrangled by the 


_ ſtrength of ruffians. I can never forget the 


untimely death of another unhappy infant 


girl, convicted upon the evidence of bei 


ſcen giddily dancing with an old cloak of 
Lady Mansfield about her ſnoulders. Thoſe, 
Mr. Attorney, are facts, which however tri- 


fling, familiar, and neceſſary to a lawyer, 1 


ſhall never reflect on but with grief and hor- 
ror. I ki ow my countryman and his bgother 
Judges will fay, That ignorance of the law, 


| 


(. 
is no cauſe for a breach of the law: but I will 
contend, that where knowledge of the law is 
impoſſible,” a breach of the law is not puniſh- 
able. Can a child of twelve or thirteen years 
of age, be ſuppoſed to know that, by throwing 
a ſtool or hat-box out of a window, he or ſhe 
becomes ſubject to the penalty of death? 
The idea is too abſurd for rationality! As to 
the attempt made againſt my own life on that 
occaſion, I ſhall ſay but little. The paroxiſm 


of my friend Erſkine will remain a laſting 


evidence of that great lawyer's feelings upon 
what he ſo emphatically called a 3 LO Bus1- 
MESS. I have however eſcaped the ſhamble, 
and I feel no diſmay at the recollection of the 
danger. As to my recent trials, I will, 


however, take leave to make a few-remarks. 


I confeſs, whilſt a cauſe of importance is de- 
pending, every attempt to court the approba- 
tion or the diſapprobation of the public, or 
to encourage prejudice in their minds, is 
highly improper, and ought not to be per- 
mitted; but when a cauſe is once decided, 
the freedom of enquiry and obſervation can 
no longer be denied; it is an admitted ſecu- 
rity for the righteous adminiſtration of Juſ- 
tice. Hence that admirable inſtitution which 
reflects ſo much honour on the juriſpru- 
dence of Great Britain, that judges ſhould 
give their opinion and deciſions in the moſt 
* | C 2 public 
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public manner; and ſubject to that reſtraint 


which ariſes from the judgment of the peo- 
ple. The principal charges Which were exhi- 


bited againſt me upon the firſt information 
were, that I had wickedly and maliciouſly 
compiled and written, &c. a libel, declaring, 
that during his Majeſty's reign, juſtice had 
not been - adminiſtered——that the laws of 
England were contrary to the laws of God ; 
and that the judges were guilty of cruelty 
and oppreſſion. If I am fortunate enough 
to prove the unqueſtionable and ſacred truth 
of the ſecond prepoſition, the world muſt 
decide upon the two others. That the om- 
nipotent and everlaſting God condeſcended, in 
- his love of mercy, as well as juſtice, to write 
a code of laws for the government of his 
creatures, will not be denied: that he never 
directed his creatures to abrogate, or alter 
thoſe laws, will, I believe, not be aſſerted. 
That frail mortality, in attempting an emen- 
dation of thoſe laws, would act with arrogance 
and preſumption, is a conſequence demon- 


ſtrative; and that thoſe laws are not the laws 


practiſed in England, is a truth, which biſhop 
Prettyman, notwithſtanding his character in 
the city of London, will be believed in ſup- 
porting. Thus, Mr, Attorney, I have eſta- 
bliſhed the foundation; and I am convinced that 


his Majeſty, aſſiſted by the twelve judges, can- 


nee 
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not diſprove the | ſuperſtructure | * Whoſo 
“ ſheddeth man's. blood, by man ſhall his 
te blood be ſhed: far in the image of God 
e made he man!” You may, perhaps, Mr, 
Attorney, affe& to treat lightly this part of my 
addreſs; but I tell you, and your brethren of 
the long robe, in the name of the moſt high 
| God, that you arg reſponſible! At that awful 

day when © bir 


The laſt loud trumpet's wond'rous ſound, 
Shall thro? the raging tombs rebound, 
And wake the nations under ground! 


at that tremendous period, the famiſhed wis 
dow, and the helpleſs infant, ſhall demand re- 
tribution of all thoſe who have not adjudged 
in merey⸗ / &4 | 
I ſhall take leave of this ſubjet, Mr. At- 
torney, by aſſuring you, and in aſſuring you, 
I mean to aſſure the world, that ſo far from 
acting upon wicked or malicious principles, 
religion and morality, the glory of my God, 
the love of my country, and the character of 
my ſovereign, were my ſole excitements; and 
in this, the tender-hearted judge, Gould, and 
that intelligent and accompliſhed lawyer, the 
Recorder of London, will, 1 am perſuaded, 
ſupport me.—l could wiſh to pay a compli- 
ment to Mr. Sheriff Le Meſſurier's humanity 
and politenets, but am prevented by my con- 
tempt for his official caution, 

I coma 
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I come now, my friend Pepper, to treat 
of the ſecond proſecution which your ex - 
cio ſpirit thought fit to inſtitute againſt me— 


. ſhould I, from an irreſiſtible promptitude to 


riſibility, treat this ſubje& with levity, you 


muſt not impute it to deſign, but to the un- 


reſtrained impulſes of nature. At one mo- 
ment, I think I fee a caricatura of you, 
and his excellency the Plinipo, Magnificio, 


Count D*'Ademar in profound cogitation up- 


on the importance of a King's ſhadow. At 
another moment my imagination repreſents 
you and the Queen of France as the tete à tete 


ornaments of a Rambler's Magazine.—I be- 


hold, in my mind's miror, the Empreſs of all 


the Ruſhas, gloting with defire, and burſting 


with envy at her Chriſtian majeſty's extreme 
happineſs ; the tall trooper * and his jack- 
15 boots, 


* As the anecdote here alluded to may not be ſuffi» 


ciently clear in England, we think it neceſſary to ſketch 


an explanation. The Empreſs of all the Ruſſias it is 
weil known, fince the death of Peter, has never been 
without ſome favourite object, whoſe buſineſs it is 
to diſſipate, in private, the melancholy occaſioned by 
that public misfortune. The family of the Orloff 's 
had long the power of appointing, to this office, whom 
they thought beſt qualified; and, indeed, the patronage 
was well diſpoſed of, as the Orloff's had practical ex- 
pericnce of the ſeveral duties annexed thereto ; but, for 


a few years paſt, this patronage has been given ſome- 


times to a Maid of Heonovr, and ſometimes to a Lady of 


i 


(+ } 
boots, ſtudded with diamonds, neglected; and 
the Ducheſs of Kingſton endeavouring to 
diſpel his gloom and jealouſy. Again, my 
fancy leads me to the Grand Monarque, him- 
ſelf in a fit of jealous phrenzy, commanding 
his royal conlort to. repair to one of his 
retired hunting ſeats. 1 ſometimes think, 
if a princeſs of the blood royal of France, 
from the power of ſympathetic affection, 
- ſhould be born with a two-buckle bob-wig, 
cock-noſe, a black beard, and. a pair of un- 
twined opticks, what confuſion would it 
make among the Chriſtian biſhops and the 
doctors of the Sorbone. How would Meſſrs. 
the Count of Artois and company, tare at 
ſuch a phenomenon, at ſuch a Zu/us Nature, 


the Bed-chamber, whoſe buſineſs is to look out for the 
moſt athletic and robuſt young men, who, after trying 
and training for a certain term, are introduced to the 
Sovereign as eligible to the appointment. The laſt who 
had the honour and good fortune of being choſen was 
the trooper abovementioned. The illuſtrious Catharine 
loaded him with favours : but, alas ! he grew intoxi- 
cated with the ſudden rife of his fortune, and commit- 
ted all kinds of extravagancies. Among the reft,. he 
had his boots ſtitched with gold thread, and turndown 
tops, ornamented with diamonds, pearls or other coſtly 
gems. The people wondered and laughed at the ex- 


traordinary metamorphoſis; and Catharine was, at 


length, obliged to check his intemperance by contract- 
ing the emoluments of his office, He is ſaid, however, 
to continue firm in his ſtation, and is now actually at- 
tending his fair Miſtreſs through Muſcovy. 


5 ſo 


Z 7 £4 


1 


fo eccentric and uncommon. Theſe are the 
phantoms, my friend Pepper, which the 
idea of your appearing among the Parifian 
circles create in the chaos of my imagi- 
nation. There was a time, indeed; when 
it would have been high treaſon to impute 
incontinence to female crowned heads, or even 
the immaculate conſorts of ſovereign 
princes. But the illuſtrious Catharine, fince 
ſhe was diſconfolared by the ſudden death of 
the late Empecor, has put an end to that ex- 
cluſive delicacy ; and were Elizabeth herſelf, 
at this refined period, ſeated on the Britiſh 
throne, the would ſhew leſs ſhame at being 
called the miſtreſs of an Eſſex, a Southamp- 
ton, a Northumberland, or x Leiceſter, than 
the Virgin Queen of E;nland! A truth which 
neither the ſublime Warton, nor the poetic 
Provoſt-marſhal of Senegambia, will preſume 
ſeriouſly to controvert. Here let me offer an 
humble tribute to that all-accompliſhed 
theme which has, for ſeveral years, inſpired 
the pen of the latter; a theme which 
might enrich the genius of a Shakeſpeare |-— 
which might melodize the voice of a ſeraph 
When Providence foreſaw to what a ſtate of 
ruin and diigrace North, Jenkinſon, Dun- 
das, and others, would reduce the Britiſh 

empire, in his goodneſs and wiſdom he 
appoiutcd this beloved female, not only 
ats 


— 
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its ornament but ſupport. * The | heart 


of the people is in her. She girdeth 


her loins with ſtrength, and ſtrengtheneth 
the nation with her offspring She ſtretcheth 
out her hands to the poor, and ſhe reacheth 
forth her hands to the needy—Strength and 
honour are her cloathing, and ſhe ſhall. re- 
joice in time to come. She openeth her 
mouth with wiſdom, and in her tongue is 


the law of kindneſs Her children riſe up and 


call her bleſſed; her huſband alſo, and he 
praiſeth her. Give her of the fruit of her 
hands, and let her own work praiſe her in 
the gates. Let me ſee, friend Pepper, whether 
the nurtured genius of Warton, or the neg- 
lected zeal of the Queen's Bard can produce a 
better Birth-day Ode; but, excuſe a digreſ- 
ſion which, to a lawyer, muſt be provoking, 
efpecially to one who, I believe, ſeldom reads 
the Bible, and never converſes with the Mufes! 

When I was called upon my trial for the 
ſecond charge; namely, a libel againſt the 
French Queen, and her conſort's repreſen- 
tative in England I moved to put off the 


ſame, upon a ground which has been fre- 


aently held ſubſtantial to the moſt common 
and notorious felon that ever appeared at the 


Old Bailey. I was, by ill advice and ill uſage, 


deprived, at that time, from the benefit of cer- 
tain teſtimonies material to my juſtification, 
| and 
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and J had no other means than by moving 
for neceſlary time to ſupply the deficiency. 


To this motion however you thought proper 
to object; and the learned Lord on the Bench, 


from what idea of law or equity is impoſſible. 


for me to conjecture, thought proper alſo to 
admit your objection. You owned, that my 
affidavit ſtated Mrs. Fitzherbert to be a ma- 
terial witneſs, and infiſted that it was in- 
cumbent on me to ſay for what ſpecific 
purpoſes I intended calling upon that lady. 
But alas! when I attempted, even in the 
moſt delicate manner the nature of the caſe 
would admit, to aſſign my reaſons, I was 
clamoured hy you and his Lordſhip into 
filence, and my motives, as well as my mo- 
tion, unfortunately over-ruled. Of this 
proceeding I ſhall, to the lateſt moment of 
my exiſtence, complain as a hardſhip, as 
moſt unprecedented and ſevere, and by means 
of which I was prevented from ſubſtantiating 
the propriety of my conduct. 


If my complaint be not upon the pureſt 


principle of juſtice, and founded on the eſ- 
tabliſhed rules of every court in Great Bri- 
tain, let me be ſuſpected of ignorance and 
ralhneſs. If, on the contrary, I had a fair 
unqueſtionable right to the indulgence of the 
court, in a delay ſo neceſſary to my defence, 
my countrymen, and the world at large, wall 
acquit 
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bo ws me of diſtngenuouſneſs, and lament, 

s have cauſe to do, that arbitrary controul 
by which. my application was rejected; 

That the importance, as well as the juſtice 
of my claim in this reſpect, muſt have had due 
weight; muſt have made a ſtrong impreſſion 
on your mind; muſt have appeared highly 
neceſlary to the inveſtigation of truth; is ma- 
nifeſt, or it would not have induced you to 
demand the ſpecifick points, to which the 
evidence of Mrs. Fitzherbert was meant to 
apply. Why then, in the name of God, in 
I. the name of Common Senſe, in the name of 
| that profeſſional conſequence - which ever 

„ Attorney-General aſſumes, why did you 

tamely ſuffer the propriety of your judgment 

and opinion to be negatived ? - | 
A In caſes of treſpaſs, miſdemeanor, felony, 
murder, and even that higheſt of all offences, 
high treaſon; you well know, and fo 
does every other attorney on the Rolls, 
that, by ſhewing rational cauſe, the defendant 
or the priſoner may put off his trial for more 
than one or two ſeſſions. Why then, my 
friend Pepper, pay ſo ill a compliment to 
the lives and fortunes of your own country- 
men, as to make the caſe of the illuſtrious 

D'Adhemar and the Queen of France, an ex- 

ception to a rule long eſtabfiſhed in juſtice 

and in mercy. 
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The part which, from irrefiſtable impulſes 
of natural humanity, I took in favour of the 
oppreſſed Caglioſtro, becomes now the object 
of my juſtification. This unfortunate man 
threw himſelf upon my hoſpitality and com- 
paſſion ; and I proteſt he appeared to me fo 
unaſſuming and fo modeſt, that I became 
fodn intereſted in his fate. I was well ac- 
quainted with the immediate cauſe of his 
injuries, and knew right well what he had 


to apprehend from the machinations of a 


woman, who would ſtop at nothing to acquit 
herſelf of any thing which could poflibly be 
ſurmiſed to her diſgrace. For a Queen to 
ſtand ſuſpected of meddling with the precious 
ſtones of a plebeian fubje&, and that too in a 
clandeſtine manner, was a ſituation that in- 
volved the honour of the whole blood royal. 
Many had ſuffered on the occaſion, but par- 
ticularly the ill fated Caglioſtro. His liberty 
had been. invaded, his property had been ſciz- 
ed, and he had juſt reaſon to apprehend his 
life to be in imminent peril: in ſhort, Cagli- 
oſtro was, from his ſufferings, an object of 
affection to every generous Briton, 
It was his misfortune, however, to fix on 
a protector, who himſelf wanted protection; 
upon a man, Whofe only indemnity was the 


fear of unconſtitutional violence, which, if 


exerciſed againſt him, might draw down upon 
his 
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his enemies a double portion of -that miſ- 


chief which they ſecretly intended as the re- 


ward of his patriotiſm and ſpirit. Confeſſing 
his apprehenſions, therefore, and imploring 
my aſſiſtance, Caglioſtro attached himſelf to 
my humanity, and induced me, finding that 
nothing was to be expected in the way of 
fair negotiation from a contemptible and de- 
ſigning French junto, to ſpeak boldly in 
favour of that liberty, which every indivi- 
dual of every nation and colour, claims the 


moment he ſets his foot on Britiſh earth ;— 
which even that moving mountain of dul- 
| neſs, that farrago of news-paper filth and 
ribaldry, the editor of the Courier de FEu- 


rope, has himſelf fo fully experienced. 

If in attempting to protect this injured man, 
I had exceeded the limits of reaſon, or the 
rules of univerſal juſtice and benevolence ; 
then, Mr. Attorney, you would have done 
but the duty of a citizen in bringing my 
conduct judicially before my country; but 
until you can prove an inteational corruption 


in my endeavours, my fellow iſlanders, ex- 


cept the twelve who tried me, will abſolvo 
me from offence. \, 
I cannot in this place avoid taking notice of 


the laughable exordium with which that ſage 


Royal Counſellor (Law) prefaced his account 
of What was deemed a ſecond libel. * Before 
* ths 
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the time of publiſhing this falſe; ſcandalons; 
malicious, and defamatory libel, ſays the 
* ſagacious advocate, there ſubſiſted between 
© his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty and the King of 
© Great Britain; the greateſt cordiality and 
* friendſhip ; and the defendant knowing the 
* premiſes, contrived to deſtroy the good un- 
« derſtanding between their /a;z4 Majeſties, by 
writing and publiſhing the % falſe; ſcan- 
* dalous, and defamatory libel, in a zertarn 
© public newſpaper.' Allowing in ſome degree 
for profeſſional terms, I ſhall paſs over the 
ſublimity of this preface, and content myſelf 
with denying abſolutely, and in toto, every 
part of the learned counſel's premiſes and con- 
ſtructions, in which he was not ſupported by 
the evidence of a ſingle fact, or the concur- 
rence of a ſingle circumſtance. The genuine 
truth, independent of prejudice on the one 
hand, and of profeſſional elocution or viſion 
on the other, is this; I never did conſider 
that either cordiality or friendſhip could 
poſſibly ſubſiſt between the two reſpectable 
perſonages alluded to. On the contrary, 
whenever I took a retroſpective glance at 
the many miſchiefs done by Lewis the Six- 
teenth to George the Third; in the courſe 
of the Jate war, I naturally concluded that 
no two oppoſites in nature could poſſibly be 

> more 
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more oppoſite in diſpoſitions of friendſhip, 

Let thoſe who wiſh to judge with indiffer- 

ence, what friendſhip and amity really is, 

take" a brief ſurvey of that memorable, 

that diſgraceful period, During that pe- 

riod, did not Lewis wreſt from the crown 

of George thirteen flouriſhing and generous 

provinces ?- Did not the wiſdom and energy 

af Lewis raiſe the navy of France to a 

pitch of glory ſuperior even to that which 

before was claimed by the fleets of Britain 

only? Did not the armies of Lewis triumph 

over thoſe of George in every quarter of the 

univerſe? Did they not ſever from the Bri- 

tiſh empire, beſides the above provinces, ſe- 

. veral of its moſt important iſlands, ſettle- 

ments, and forts in Aſia, Africa, and Europe? 

In ſhort, by the prodigious ſucceſs of the in- 

vincible Lewis, was not thet period of the 

reign of George overſhadowed with diſgrace ; 

and misfortune? How often did thoſe- two 

great men brand each other with the moſt 

vindictive epithets, and with charges of the : 

moſt heinous and atrocious nature. How- 

ever awful they may*be for their wiſdom, 

however beloved for their humanity, that | A , 

cordiality and friendſhip 'mentioned by the 

learned counſel could not, in moral poſſibi- 

lity, exiſt between thein. The injuries done 

to George were yet green; the blood of his 
ſubjects 
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ſubjects had ſcarcely ceaſed to flow; and the 
thirteen Stripes of America were yet ſore 
upon the body of the commonwealth. 

Since my ar-ival in this country of ge- 
nuine patriotiſm, I have received ſeveral let- 
ters from my intimate friends, congratulating 
me on account of my e/cape, not only from 


legal, but perſonal vindiction. Do not there- 


fore, my friend Pepper, affect to look with 
contempt at my flight as ig noble, or to de- 
preciate my character as a man, for avoiding 
conſequences which, under the citcumſtances 
of my peculiar caſe, I had too? much reaſon 
to apprehend were intended for me, without 


much regard to impartiality. 


The ſpirit with which I reſolutely at- 
tempted to ſerve my country, had given of- 
fence to the little minds of ſecretaries, ſub- 
fecretaries, plenipotentiaries, thief - takers, 
ſpies, and other illuſtrious perſonages—It 
had alſo given official diſguſt to the firſt At- 
torney in the country, and induced a profes 
cution of a ſerious and alarming nature a- 
gainſt me. It is not however impoſſible but 
i might have met the danger ef the latter, 
if the reſentment of the former had not, to 
my certain knowledge, been added to the 
cooler impulſes of juſtice, My flight there- 


fore, fo far from being puſillanimous, was 
altogether conſiſtent with propriety If by an 
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immolation even of life, I would be eſſenti- 
ally ſerviceable to my country—the demand 
of my country ſhould be fatisfied ; but ſtand- 

ing as I did, Ee ard by the malice of my 
enemies, for adhering religiouſly and moral- 
ly to the true intereſts of the commonwealth 
in church and ſtate, and for endeavouring to 
relieve the ſufferings of my fellow creatures, 
the ſmalleſt ſacrifice could do no more than 
| Indulge the wiſhes of malignant individuals. 
Be aſſured, Mr. Attorney, that in the ſer- 
vice of the king and country I am not eafily 
terrified ; danger cannot eſtrange me from 
liberty, in ſupport of which I would at any 
time meet the frowns of a tyrant; ay! or 
even the official ax of a ſtate butcher, whoſe 
angry interpoſiticn would but ſtimulate my 
zeal. As nothing, therefore, either honour- 
able or popular could follow my continuance 
in Eogland—my departure muſt be approved 
of by every fair-judging member of the 
community. But to wave, for a moment, 

every idea of perſonal apprehenſion, let us 
coolly and impartially conſider what, even, 
from a regular and unbiaſſed adjudication of 
the court of King's Bench, I had, naturally, 
to expect. The inferences which I ſhall 
draw upon this occafion ſhall be from re- 
cent Fac s, ſo diſgraceful and odious, that in 
more elevated parts of Europe, where the ab- 
ſurdity 
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ſurdity of Judges 1s reſtricted by the terror 
of popular veſentment, or by the authority 


of a Chief Magiſtrate, they would not ob- 


tain admiſſion or belief. Let the firſt of 
theſe melancholy, memorable caſes, be that of 
the late Dr. Dodd; who, having been ſe- 
duced by an attorney to make ample reſtitu- 


tion, under the hope of mercy, was after 


wards tried, convicted and EXECUTED, upon 
an indictment ſurreptitiouſiy and fraudulently 
found, by means of forgery ; the very crime 
for which he was to appear before the awful 
tribunal of his country. That bloody buſi- 
neſs is within the memory of every man, 
and ſtands thus upon the records of juſtice : 
Robinſon the broker, who obtained the mo- 
ney upon Lord Cheſterfield's ſuppoſed bond, 
forged an atteſtation to that inſtrument, b 

which he became a principal in the felony 


but the proſecutor, ſuppoſing that his inten- 
7192 was not felonious, determined to treat 
him with lenity. There was, perhaps, ſuf- 


ficient evidence to convict the unfortunate 
divine without the teſtimony of Robinſon ; 
yet Manly, the attorney, had his doubts ; 
and, to make aſſurance double ſure, ap- 
plied to the Court, then fitting at the Old 
Bailey, for an order to Akerman the gaoler 
to deliver Robinſon from Newgate, that he 


might 
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might be examined before the Grand Jury 
at Hicks's Hall, by whom the bill of indict- 
ment was to be found, or o:herwiſe. The 
Court diſmiſſed the application with anger; 
but Manly (ſtill apprehenſiv e) prevailed upon 


Deacon, clerk of the arraigns, to forge an 


order, thus formally refuſed. Robinſon ac- 


cordingly appeared at Hicks's Hall; and, 


upon his evidence, the bill was found. When 
this ſanguinary tranſaction became known, 
the Judges, fired with reſentment, paſſed 2 
cenſure upon the ſervant of the Court; and 
were, alſo, very ſevere in their remarks upon 
the conduct of Manly; who, however, to the 


diſgrace of the Court, argued his point, and 


abſolutely attempted a juſtification ! Several 


of the magiſtrates upon the Bench ſhuddered 
at the proceeding. But, what was the iſſue? 


It was ruled, that the Judges fitting there 
were bound to try every indictment preſented, 
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no matter bow fraudulently and miquitcuſly 


found, And thus was the unfortunate pri- 


ſoner firſt deluded, and then, ſurreptitiouſly, 


bereft of life! The next fact which 1 ſhall 


adduce, is the caſe of a brave marine officer, 


whom the court of Kirg's Bench fined fift 
pounds, and confined two years, for chaſtifing 
a naval commander, who ablolutely refuſed 
him that kind of explanation which, as>a 
gentleman and a man of honour, he could 
4 BA not 
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rot diſpenſe with. But it would be tedious, 
and painful to my feelings as a man inte- 
reſted in the judicial proceedings of my 
country, were I to repreſent the many other 
inftances of a ſimilar nature, which are writ- 
ten on the tablet of my memory. Let it 
ſuffice, that if, from the mildneſs and forma- 
lity of the law, I had reaſon to expect in- 
adequate ſeverity, I had ſtill ſtronger motives 
for apprehending danger when I reflected on 
the party prejudices and anger which my 
beſt intended conduct had created. 

Having now, Mr. Attorney, ſtated the 
motives of all my public actions; having 
lodged my complaint againſt the mode of 
my ſeveral proſecutions ; having aſſigned my 
reaſons for avoiding the ſentznce of the law ; 
and having ſubmitted the whole, by way of 
appeal, to the judgments of my liberal- 
minded fellow-citizens, I take my leave; 
wiſhing you, moſt potent, precious, peerleſs 
Pepper, a more enlightened mind, a greater 
| ſhare of profeſſional knowledge, and a ſhort 
and vexatious duration in office. 


GEORGE GORDON. 
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JURORS of ENGLAND. 


My Fellow Iſlanders, 


HE facred and invaluable rights which 

you poſſeſs, deſerve the moſt ſerious at- 
tention of every advocate for public juſtice ; 
they are in general fo well eſtabliſhed, that 
it would be both uſeleſs and impertinent to 
explain their nature, or diſplay their advan- 
tages. There is, however, one point upon 
which the opinions of many wiſe and learned 


men are materially divided—Whether a Juror 


be really a judge of Law as well as Fact? It 
is a queſtion upon which I, for my own part, 
remain, as yet, undecided ; but I fairly con- 
feſs, that I feel a bias againſt the affirmative. 


In caſes of libels, however, Jurors ſhould * 


ſeriouſly conſider, before they pronounce 
their verdicts, the poſſible conſequences. 


Suppoſe, for the fake of brevity and ex- 
| ample, 
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attorney, ſhould file an information ex officio 
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5 ample, that Pepper Arden, or any other 


againſt Alderman Skinner for RESOLVING 
that the Shop Tax is partial and oppreſ- 
five—Suppoſe, I ſay, that ſuch a meaſure 
ſhould, at any time, mount the cranium of 
Pepper Arden, or any other attorney; the 
Court would, as in every other caſe of libels, 
tell you, that you muſt decide upon the fat; 
without regard to the ex officio conſtruction, 
and find the Alderman and his coadjutors 
Guilty or Not Guilty, you would, in ſuch a 
caſe, no doubt entirely concur in opinion 
with the committee; yet the arbitrary dic- 
tions of the Court would very probably com- 
pel you to call that guilt which, in your own 
udgments, you believed to be not only in- 
nocenc2 but public virtue. I need not, my 
countrymen, remind you of what might, na 
would, probably tollow—the loſs of liberty, 


fine, pillory, and a variety of other heavy 


nalties! Having pointed out an evil of the 
"wy magnitude, it is but reaſonable that } 
ſhould at leaſt attempt to point out a remedy 
—Equity, of which every man's conicience 
is the tupreme and unerring judge, ſhould 
direct you to weigh the motive and the ſenſe ; 
and, diſregarding the literal application of 
words, you thould deliver ſuch a judgment 
% as 
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as would exempt your fellow-creatures from 
perſonal injury and oppreſſion. By ſuch 
conduct you will defeat the enthufiaſm of 
wrongheaded crown lawyers. For ſuch cons 
duct no return can be made by the grati- 
tude of your country, too diſtinguiſhed or 
too glorious } : 
13 a 8. G. 
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